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1870-1967: BETWEEN TWO COUNCILS 


Let’s begin this chapter which covers a century of the life of the Barnabite Order, 
presenting a geographical chart of the houses and activities of the Confreres. 


In 1833: 197 professed members in 27 Communities 
In 1933: 417 professed members in 33 Communities 
In 1964: 622 professed members in 58 Communities 


In 1865 the General Chapter designated the French houses as Pro-province (since the 
suppression they had been aggregated to the Piedmont province), and in 1877 they became 
the Gallican province. This province will experience many trials and more suppressions 
pushing its members toward the Missions and into Belgium. Here they started foundations in 
Mouscron (1886), Brussels (1899), and Kain (1905), which will constitute then the 
French-Belgian province. 

In 1904, at the request of the Holy See, the Barnabites entered Brazil. The first 
Pro-province was established in 1910, to become a province in 1931. 

Argentina, Chile, and North America were recognized as new foundations by the 
1952 General Chapter, and only twelve years later they became Pro-province and eventually 
full provinces. 

In 1919 the General Chapter had to suppress the German-Austrian province. 

In 1964 the Barnabites opened their first foundation in Spain, which by now has 
become a full province, and lately in 1989 in the Philippines, in Poland and in Albania. 


Formation Houses 


With the tremendous increase of numbers and activities in this century there was a 
parallel increase of Formation Houses. Between 1874 and 1885 six minor seminaries were set 
up: one in France, and five in Italy: Genoa, Cremona, Arpino, Perugia and Naples. Their 
purpose was to prepare young men for the novitiate: Monza and San Felice a Cancello. To 
accommodate all the new vocations, houses of studies were opened in Lodi (1898) and in 
Florence (1934). 

Leo XII, following the Tomistic orientation given to the sacred sciences in his 
encyclical “Aeternis Patris,’ asked the Superior General, Fr. Baravelli, to send the Barnabite 
students to Rome for theology. One of the students, Fr. Semeria, in December 1885, after an 
audience with the Pope, wrote to his mother: “The first Sunday of Advent I have had the 
fortune to see the Pope, to assist to his Mass and to receive Holy Communion from his hands. 
His Holiness addressed us with words of affection, of paternal solicitude... To see that 
venerable old man of majestic appearance with sparkling eyes when open, but usually down 
and almost dim, to hear his words! His prayer was majestic and solemn: he celebrated Mass 
very slowly with a supplication tone so penetrating, so humble, so expressive that I have 
never heard one like it... When he spoke to us, he showed to be very affable, good and 
lovable, he inspired us with the most beautiful and useful feelings; he blessed us, all our 
families and our entire Congregation.” 
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The theologate was located next to our parish church of St. Charles ai Catinari. The 
final residence was established in 1931 in a new building on top of the Janiculum hill, 
dedicated to the Holy Founder, and a year later the corner stone of the church dedicated to St. 
Anthony M. Zaccaria was laid next to the theologate. On this occasion Pius XI, on February 
4, 1932, received the students in private audience and declared to be “glad, always glad, to 
see around him the sons coming from the Barnabite family, who have such a beautiful, 
distinguished, and bright place in the great Catholic Family. And still we are even more 
happy to see a flock of young students around us...” Then the Pope spoke of the relation 
between piety, science, and charity, and concluded: “These are things on which you meditate 
every day, taught by your Fathers, your precursors, but it is not useless to recall them now 
that we are about to impart from our heart the Blessing that you have come to implore from 
the common Father. A great blessing, my dear sons, upon you and your great Barnabite 
Family, and on all your activities, your studies, your whole preparation, not only scientific, 
but also, and still more abundantly, of the heart, of the will, of virtue, piety, and holiness. We 
give it to you from the bottom of our heart, praying God to maintain stable upon all of you 
and especially to increase and multiply the spirit of the great Apostle, whose name your 
family carries. To you in a special way a blessing which is the best wish and exhortation to 
never forget, in the magnificent frame of virtues and charity, books and parchments. 

Making a genial commentary to St. Paul’s exhortation to Timothy to bring him the 
books and parchments (2 Tim 4:13), the Pope applied it to the students, exhorting and 
stimulating them to study, because - he added: “you make study a vital part your beautiful 
and holy vocation.” 


Self-awareness 


If the development of the minor seminaries gave a great contribution to the growth of 
the Congregation, still the essential reason for the growth was the new awareness of the spirit 
and purpose of the Barnabite life. This century has seen models of holiness that have been 
characteristically Barnabite. 

First the Holy Founder, Anthony M. Zaccaria. Leo XIII in, 1890, declared him 
blessed, and in 1897 he canonized him. The veneration to the Holy Founder intensified to the 
point of overshadowing the devotion to St. Paul the Apostle. 

In 1910 the custom of ringing the bells on Friday at 3:00 p.m. was extended to all our 
houses, and in 1940 the Barnabite monogram JC. + XC. was adopted by all the members in 
the correspondence. 

With the intensification of devotion to the Holy Founder, his spirit was analyzed and 
spread wide. In 1909 Fr. Premoli published the Letters, and added the Constitutions as an 
appendix to his work, “History of the Barnabites in the 1500’s.” Chastel (1933) published the 
Sermons as an appendix to the Italian edition of the life of the Founder. 

In 1949, the centennial year of the declaration of the heroicity of virtues of the Holy 
Founder, the students in Florence, during their summer vacation, published three booklets of 
Zaccarian studies, following the “Collana di spiritualita Barnabitica,” including Letters, 
Sermons, and Constitutions, all taken directly from the originals. 

Great publicity was given to the celebration of the 4th centennial anniversary of the 
Founder’s death in 1949. That year was declared by the Superior General, Fr. Clerici, a 
HOLY YEAR for the Barnabites. 

Once the Founder was canonized, the door was opened for other saints. Pius X 
canonized St. Alexander Sauli in 1904, and in 1951 Pius XII canonized St. Francis Xavier M. 
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Bianchi. On May 17, 1951, anniversary of St. Alexander Sauli entrance into the 
Congregation, he was declared Patron Saint of the Barnabite students. 

More recently Fr. Charles M. Schilling (1968), Fr. Vittorio De Marino (1992), Fr. 
Cesare M. Barzaghi (1992), and lately the professed student Serafino Ghidini have been 
declared Venerable by John Paul II. 


The Centennial 


The Barnabite self-awareness reached its peak in 1933 with the celebration of the 4th 
centennial anniversary of the approval of the Order (February 18, 1533). After experiencing 
the horror of World War I, and the bewilderment of Modernism, the Congregation was ready 
for a revival. 

The first task the Superiors had to face was to update the rules and regulations, so 
from 1925 to 1939 the fifth edition of the Constitutions was prepared and published, with a 
follow-up revision and 6th edition in 1946. 

But most important it was a thorough and deep study of our identity, compelling the 
General Chapters to encourage a return to the historical studies. Already in 1886 special 
studies were launched on the Founder, and in 1949 will be the turn of the co-founders. Others 
decrees will promote the historical works by Fr. Premoli, Fr. Boffito, and Fr. Levati, besides 
the publication of the “monumenta historica.” 

These scientific studies will be accompanied by various scientific journals and 
popular magazines: “Voce di  Sant’Antonio,’ ‘Note Intime,’ “I  Barnabiti,” 
“Testi-studi-documenti,” “Pagine di cultura,” “I barnabiti studi,” “Eco dei Barnabiti-studi,” 
“Vita Nostra,” “Bulletin du Tiers Ordre Barnabite,” “Messager de St. Paul.” 


Three ideals give special vitality to our Order during this century. 


First is the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, culminating in its consecration of 
Him in 1872. 

Secondly, the ecumenical initiatives by our Fr. Suvalov, Fr. Tondini, Fr. Stub, and Fr. 
Moro. 

Thirdly, the revival of the Zaccarian ideal of the third institute: the Laity of St. Paul, 
approved in the general Chapter of 1919. 


a) Youth Apostolate 


In education the Barnabites continue their long tradition as educators in their schools, 
but also with the oratori of Fr. Redolfi, and the Catholic Youth Association. 

The general Chapter of 1931, inspired by the pontifical guidelines, recommended to 
promote the Catholic Action and the FUCI, indeed in both the Barnabites were like 
forerunners, just think of the “Superior School of Religion” by Fr. Semaria in Genoa, and the 
FUCI in Bologna under the guidance of Fr. Beati. 

But the Barnabites were real forerunners in their Boarding Schools. The Osservatore 
Romano, on November 14, 1929, published: “From the College of the Barnabites in Voghera 
the following telegram was humbly sent to the Holy Father: ‘Numerous group of Barnabite 
boarders in Voghera, entering officially today in the ranks Italian Catholic Youth, presents a 
filial homage and devotion. Begs apostolic blessing. Father Rector Besana.’ We warmly 
congratulate - the Vatican organ added — for the noble initiative and generous intentions of 
the young students, we congratulate especially the superiors of the college.” 
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The background of the event is known through a letter of November 14, 1929, by the 
Assistant General Father Riganti to the Rector. It states: “Your telegram to the Holy Father 
and published in the Osservatore Romano with a nice note, all under the express order of the 
pope, who said more than what could be published, saying that this is the path to be followed 
in all the colleges... You can have the news published with caution, because difficult times 
still remain.” In fact, these were the crucial years of the clash between Pius XI and Fascism, 
which wanted to nationalize any educational activity. 

This was not an isolated incident, because the Osservatore Romano on December 6, 
1930, wrote among other things (in an article entitled Fervor of Catholic Action by two 
ancient religious orders): “It is still very much alive in our minds the memory of a 
memorable audience granted by the Holy Father, in April, to a large representation of houses 
and colleges of the Barnabite Fathers in Italy... In his paternal speech His Holiness was 
pleased to dwell on these promising riches of good measures. He knew well that these young 
people are receiving not only a christian and catholic education for their individual 
advantage, a high and the most important task, because one must always remember that first 
of all we must save our soul; but - since Redemption is not a small thing to be enough only 
for our littleness, or great so that only us can absorb the immense benefits of the Divine 
Goodness — also it takes care of the other task: the apostolate. It is a nice and generous effort 
and supernaturally natural: it is the most exquisite way to show our gratitude to God. Through 
it, all of us - the Holy Father said - distribute the treasures of the Holy Mother Church, calling 
all to the participation in the apostolate, to that Catholic Action which is Catholic life, 
because one thing is not conceived without the other. 

“The aforementioned praise went to all the flowering Catholic circles and other works 
such as, for example, those of St. Carlo ai Catinari in Rome, Milan, Perugia, Voghera, 
Cremona, Monza, Lodi, Moncalieri. And maybe, at that moment, his holiness was thinking of 
the activities of the college St. Luigi in Bologna, which is offering not only the fervor of an 
intense Christian life, but is always offering a courteous hospitality to many meetings of the 
Catholic Action for men, especially to clubs and conventions of our University Federation. 
And here we cannot avoid to name the Barnabite Fr. Borsieri, one of the first ecclesiastical 
assistants of the Catholic Action, who, amid so many cares of his ministry, finds time and 
opportunity to devote himself to the spiritual assistance of numerous women clubs and in 
particular of the Catholic University. 

“These are a simple fleeting outline of an activity that knows no bounds, and that, of 
course, cannot be totally described: but it is sufficient to indicate a whole apostolate, which, 
though developping in prevalence in humility and recollection, gathers magnificent fruits of 
Christian life and Christian virtues.” 


b) Guides of souls 


Also the pastoral ministry finds the Barnabites more active than ever. Most of the 
pulpits of Italy were graced by powerful orators like Semeria, Borsieri, Gazzola, Rondini, 
Confalonieri, and Favero, to mention few, while the confessionals were besieged by endless 
lines of penitents. But besides this tradition pastoral activity of our Fathers, now a new field 
is opened for our Congregation: parish apostolate. Remember that our forefathers had always 
opposed this kind of ministry as detrimental to the ascetical-coenobitical life of the 
community. 
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c) Return to the Missions 


Another crucial development will be a return to the missions. 60 years after giving up 
Burma, the General Chapter of 1892 opted for new missionary foundations. Appeal to be 
repeated in the Chapters of 1919, 1922, and 1925, and finally it became a reality in 1930, 
with Afghanistan. 


Liveliness of graces and blessings 


Here we would like to report some statements of the recent Popes meant to invigorate 
our intents and encourage us to live to the fullest the commitments of our profession. 

We begin we the words of Pius XI in a letter addressed to the Superior General Fr. 
Ferdinando Napoli on the occasion of the 400" anniversary of the Order (1933): 


We have just learned, with a sense of pleasant joy, that you and your religious of the 
Congregation of St. Paul, are preparing solemn centennial celebrations — for the 18" of this month 
— at the sun set of the fourth century since when Clement VII, Our Predecessor of happy memory, 
approved your Order. And in fact it is proper of minds who nourish great and noble sentiments, to 
solemnly remember the blessings received from God, and to propose, as an example, the deeds of 
the predecessors. It is, then, a great design to devise to recall with thankful heart, and at the same 
time to emulate so many glories and ornaments of your religious family, which shines brightly in 
through so many years. 

No one, truly, ignores the Congregation of St. Paul founded by that most holy man who was 
Anthony Mary Zaccaria, so that he would co-operate powerfully with the other Orders of Clerics 
Regular, on the reform of customs that, shortly after, the Council of Trent will endeavor to bring 
to completion. To achieve this most noble end nothing seemed more opportune to your most 
noble Founder and his companions than to elect Paul the Apostle as patron and exemplar, to 
faithfully embrace his teaching about Christ Crucified, and to spread it and deeply root it among 
the people. Thus, under the auspices of St. Paul, your congregation from Milan expanded in Italy 
and other nations; and its members, the Barnabite Fathers, as they are called, dedicated 
themselves tirelessly to preach the Word of God, to spiritual retreats and sacred mission to the 
people, promoted the worship of God, especially with the adoration of the Holy Eucharist with 
the Forty Hours, and made more frequent the use of the Sacraments, despite the customs of the 
times. For this reason the same Fathers often were called by the Bishops to run parishes and 
seminaries for clergy. 

And among other things they acquired that special fame of showing a certain exquisite 
refinement and sweetness of manners in the education of the young; this special skill and its 
healthy fruits were admired by the same Carlo Borromeo and Francis de Sales, most holy men, 
and it was clearly manifested by many alumni coming from the schools of the Barnabites who 
well deserved from the Church and the Fatherland. Did not shine less the care to emulate St. Paul, 
your patron, in the evangelization of the infidels that your religious went to look for in distant 
lands, especially in Asia, not pulling back from hardships and dangers; and this zeal for souls also 
greatly encouraged you to provide the reunion of Norwegian and Russian peoples with the 
Catholic Church. 

It would be tedious to enumerate all the merits of this Order of yours; but beyond those that 
we have briefly mentioned, we will add that there were members of your Congregation who 
distinguished themselves for the sanctity of life, dignity, offices, science, arts and their endeavors. 
And not missing were those who cared to investigate the forces of nature, and especially 
scrutinize the laws of the skies, among them still alive in our memory is Father Francesco Denza, 
skilful in the physical sciences, whom Our Predecessor Leo XIII, of happy memory, put at the 
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direction of the Vatican Observatory, so that, through him, we participated in that wonderful effort 
to reproduce accurately on photographic plates the view of the whole sky. 

Memory of all this, and knowing well the distinguished fidelity of this order to the Apostolic 

See, we wish the next solemn celebrations to be auspicious and happy, and willingly take 
advantage of the opportunity to witness the feelings of Our paternal benevolence towards you, O 
beloved Son, and to your religious. And as with you we offer to God the due thanks for so many 
blessings to your Order, we strongly urge all the members of this Congregation, so that from the 
happy occasion of this date four hundred years old, they would gain strength and courage to strive 
for larger and more generous endeavors for the advantage of religion and civil society. Then as a 
pledge of celestial favors, which from God we earnestly pray, and as a token of Our singular love, 
with the greatest benevolence we impart in the Lord the Apostolic Blessing to you, Beloved Son, 
and all the members of the Congregation whom you govern. 

Given in Rome in St. Peter, 

on the 8" of February of the year 1933, XII of our Pontificate, 

Pius PP. XI. 

After the World War II, in 1946, Pius XII received our Capitulars in an audience and 
greeted them: “You are not many, but you are great because of your zeal, your science, and 
the good you do following the path outlined by your Holy Founder. Continue, then, continue 
this work of true apostolate, without discouragement, although sometime you may feel it is 
useless and your feel yourselves bitten; continue: it is then that to keep going is very 
meritorious and great.” 


Pope John XXIII welcoming a group of newly ordained in 1962, said that our Order: 
“Is a movement, which has brought to the Church liveliness of grace and benedictions... The 
Barnabites have sentiments of universal character...” 

With the contribution of personal sanctification and apostolic activity, the Barnabites 
were preparing to bring to the post-Council Church that liveliness of grace and blessings that 
Pope John had acknowledged to their past. 

As the congregations of the Council, with the participation of our two bishops Eliseo 
Coroli (1900-1982) from Braganga e Placido Cambiaghi (1900-1987) from Novara, and 
Father General Giovanni Bernasconi, came to an end, the Congregation got busy to bring 
about the “aggiornamento” that appeared as the watchword of the great ecclesial event. 


TOWARDS A “NEW ERA” 


Welcoming a clear instruction of the post-council, the Barnabites celebrated in 1967 
an extraordinary Chapter (non-elective), which summarized the work in a decree concerning 
The renewal of the Congregation in the spirit of Vatican IT. 

The Chapter members accomplished a careful review of religious discipline, freeing it 
from the patina of formalism that was mortifying it, and formulated a vibrato appeal to 
personal responsibility. The lay Brothers were treated at the same level as clerics, except for 
the positions of Superior and Vicar, and loomed opportunity to give greater autonomy to the 
Provinces. 

The following General Chapters outlined an enlightening spiritual and apostolic 
itinerary reflecting the firm will to develop the germs of the Council and to bring them to 
maturity. Sadly this will was accompanied by a wave of turmoil leading also to easily adopt a 
way of secular life translated sometime in the abandonment of the religious habit. The 
statistics speak of a mass exodus in the ranks of the disciples of the Holy Founder, while the 
vocations crisis, especially in Europe, is depriving the institution of benefic young forces. 
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The General Chapter of 1970 to 1971 called for a community co-responsibility in the 
conduct of regular and apostolic life, and was hoping for a greater openness toward the Third 
World. We became aware at the same time that what was at stake was a true “rebirth,” and so 
the next General Chapter of 1976 focused on it with its “message” to the entire Congregation. 
But to prevent similar intent - so the chapter of 1982 - was a state of “disorientation, fatigue, 
and perhaps spiritual torpor,” from which it is essential to recover. 

To translate into concrete initiatives the desire to give impetus to our religious family, 
in those years new Rituals were promulgated and the Barnabite Ratio was drafted as a 
handbook for the training of our aspirants. The “return to the origins”, desired by the Council 
as a prerequisite for an authentic renewal of religious life, was then translated into the 
resumption of the research about the history and spirituality of the Order: hence the 
publication of “Barnabite Studies” starting in 1984, and the establishment of the “Center of 
Historical Studies” (1991) at the venerable house of St. Carlo ai Catinari, home of the 
Barnabite Archives and Library. 

Finally continuity has been given to the “Weeks of spirituality”, open to the Angelics 
and the Laity of St. Paul, whose acts are printed in the “Quaderni di Vita Barnabitica.” 

Three particularly favorable centennial dates took place: the 450" approval of the 
Order (1983), the 450" anniversary of the death (1989) and the 500" anniversary of the birth 
(2002) of the holy Founder. 

In the meantime, the General Chapters continued in the updating desired by the 
Council, either through deepening the spiritual physiognomy of the Order, or by promoting 
initiatives to translate it into concrete choices. The Chapters of 1988 and 1994 proceeded to a 
precise definition of the “Pauline charism” proper of the Congregation, and set in motion the 
development of a “community project” as a reference point in the life of the individual 
communities - a draft was offered by the 2000 Chapter - and sanctioned the revival of the 
Laity of St. Paul. 

The centennial of the birth of Anthony Mary offered a special opportunity for a 
renewal inspired by his original teaching. Father General Giovanni Villa sent appropriate 
messages, with very enlightening titles: Set the sails. Message to the Congregation on the 
threshold of the third millennium (18 February 2001); Unfurl your flags, Message etc., for the 
fifth centennial of the birth of St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria (25 January 2002) and finally: Let's 
run like crazy. Message etc., at the end of the Zaccarian Jubilee Year (25 January 2003). 

In particular, in the Message of 2002, Father General, after recalling the first Pauline 
mission (1537), called for the creation of “a new Vicenza, an apostolic goal fruit of prayer and 
discernment by all, able to express today our Pauline and missionary momentum.” And his 
wish was: “Would not this be the year in which the Lord will inspire some confrere with the 
desire to live the radical lifestyle chosen by Anthony Mary and his companions?” (Unfurl 


your flags...). 


At the same time, during the inter-meeting held in Eupilio (8-11 July 2002), the Italian 
provinces of North and South Central undertook to carry out a joint center of spirituality in 
Campello, a house of prayer (cf. General Chapter, 6 to 25 July 2000. Resolutions ujficiali, n. 
3). A Campello sul Clitunno the Barnabites had come into possession of an ancient 
monastery in 1935, giving him the Roman holiday home of the student. The 1997 earthquake 
had damaged fitness for use, so close they had to laborious restoration that lasted for over a 
decade. In the newsletter Barn@bytes, n. 19, p. 9-10, we read that: “The majority of 
interventions... aim at a spiritual house to be realized in Campello, with these characteristics: 
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Retreat House, shelter for pilgrims... The choice of Campello prevails over other solutions, 
but it involves some big consequences for the downsizing of the existing activities and the 
collaboration between the Italian two provinces.” In January 25, 2003 (p. 13), Father General 
finally wrote: “This idea... is a challenge, but a challenge in front of which we cannot draw 
back.” 

These affirmations were talking about a “Pauline” initiative (a kind of a study center 
on St. Paul), in accordance with our peculiar qualification as the first Pauline Order in the 
history of the Church; but an initiative that eventually could not be achieved. In the substance 
the target does not change if we replace the qualification “Pauline” with “Zaccarian” (which 
includes also the Pauline!), for the “new” foundation - which saw launched in 2009 — with the 
aim to witness first and then to radiate the “renewal of Christian fervor’, mindful that this is 
the charism left by the Founder as an inheritance to his three institutions. 

In the last decades of the twentieth century the history of the Order has registered il 
anguish that accompanies each epochal crisis and which has involved the ecclesiastical 
world, especially in the Old Continent and in North America. In 1964 the Congregation had 
606 members (520 priests and 86 brothers), a peak that has its parallel in the eighteenth 
century, when the Barnabites reached the figure, no more surpassed, of 788. In 2012, about 
half a century after 1964, the clerics are 356 and 19 brothers, for a total of 375, a decline of 
about 38.5%. A similar, but far more severe meltdown happened after the revolutions of the 
early nineteenth century, when the Barnabites, including defections and lack of 
reinforcements, were reduced to 197 (1833), then moved to 417 a century later. 

Behind these dry figures hides a double phenomenon: on the one hand the defection 
of several subjects that put a strain on all religious institutions in the post-council, by another 
vocational crisis due, at least in the West, to the demographic decline and the growing 
secularization. The decline of Italian vocations, and the decision to be more appropriate for 
the religious and priestly formation to take place in the land of origin, has limited the 
International theological Seminary in Rome to accommodate the so-called “tremesanti’, 
clerics and brothers who are preparing for the solemn profession, providing them with the 
opportunity to learn about the original places and traditions of our family. 

A drastic reorganization have been recorded by eminent institutions of the past, such 
as the closure of the of “Carlo Alberto” school in Moncalieri, and “La Querce” in Florence, 
while the “Vittorino-Bernini” in Genoa has passed to other management. The Italian 
Provinces were merged into two groups: the North and Centre-South. A Province, glorious 
for its missionary openings, was closed in France, but has remained in Belgium. Given these 
data, the Congregation has recorded a providential expansion of its boundaries, putting its 
future in the countries called of the Third and Fourth World. 

At this point we would like to recall the beautiful of affirmation words addressed to 
the Congregation by Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI while still a Cardinal. 

On July 5, 2002 the Holy Father John Paul II sent this message to the Congregation 


On the occasion of the fifth centenary of St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria's birth, I would like to 
join in spirit in the joy of this congregation, as well as in that of the Angelic Sisters of St. Paul and 
the Laity of St. Paul, raising fervent thanks to the Lord for giving the Church this tireless imitator 
of the Apostle to the Gentiles and luminous model of pastoral charity. I express a most ardent 
hope that the solemn Jubilee celebrations will be a precious opportunity to highlight the gift of 
holiness that shines out in the Church in all the ages and found a unique witness, in the 16th 
century in St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria. I also hope that you will faithfully follow in his footsteps 
with those who work with you and with the entire spiritual family of St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria. 
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He brought countless souls to the “knowledge of the love of Jesus Christ”, inspiring a variety of 
charisms in the consecrated life. He constantly pointed out the goal of holiness, not only to his 
religious who had set out on the path of spiritual “reform” or “renewal”, but | to all the faithful, 
whom he reminded of their call to become “not small but great saints” (letter XI). 

The celebration of the fifth centenary of the founder’s birth affords a valuable opportunity to 
look more closely at the timeliness of his message. I am sure that reflection on his burning love 
for Jesus, “exalted on the Cross and concealed beneath the veils of the Eucharist”, and his 
unflagging zeal for souls will impel his spiritual children to devote themselves with renewed 
enthusiasm to the human and Christian education of the young, who represent the future of the 
Church and of society as a whole. 

2. In pursuing this objective, St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria was inspired by the Apostle of the 
Gentiles. He therefore liked to call himself “Priest of the Apostle Paul”. This was the model he 
held up to the religious families and the lay movement that he founded. He liked to recommend to 
his followers: “So be sure and certain that you will build on the foundations of Paul, not on hay 
nor on wood, but on gold and pearls, and the heavens and their treasures will be opened to you 
and to the souls entrusted to you” (Letter VI). 

At the school of St. Paul, he learned the fundamental rule of spiritual life, understood as 
“srowth from one moment to the next” (Letter X), until the stature of the perfect man in Christ is 
attained, by constantly laying aside the old man and putting on the new in justice and in holiness 
(cf. Eph 4,22-24). 

Throughout his life he had to face obstacles and persecution, but he always showed 
indomitable courage and trust in the Lord. Today these same sentiments must nourish all the 
members of his spiritual family. Indeed, if you are to continue putting the riches of your 
pedagogical tradition at the service of young people, their families and society, with a courage that 
is born of love, you must face the difficult situation of many of your worthy and age-old 
educational institutions. 

Moreover, it is necessary to dedicate yourselves with special zeal to the Christian formation of 
new generations, through the preaching of God’s Word, regular and devout celebration of the 
sacraments, especially Reconciliation, spiritual direction, retreats, and spiritual exercises. All 
these features which have made up a special feature of the Barnabite charism from the outset, 
demand of the Clerics Regular of St. Paul an apostolic zeal that is bold and constant. The People 
of God have a greater need than ever for authoritative guides and givers of abundant spiritual 
sustenance to enable them to accept and live the “high standard of ordinary Christian living” 
through an appropriate “training in holiness” (cf. Novo Millennia Ineunte, n. 31). 

3. The Founder's words and example continue to impel towards renewed fidelity to the 
missionary drive that is nourished by fervent prayer and based, on a sound theological and 
cultural formation. Only in this way, in fact, is it possible to make an effective proclamation and a 
credible witness of the Gospel everywhere (cf. Novo Millennia Ineunte, nn. 42-57), and to 
contribute to the far-reaching action of the new evangelization which involves the whole of the 
ecclesial community. 

May this praiseworthy congregation draw on their Founders rich spiritual heritage to walk the 
path of God with determination (cf. Sermon VI) and to bring “spiritual vitality” (Letter V) to the 
Christian people. 

Do not be afraid, dear brothers and sisters, to openly combat mediocrity compromise and 
every kind of apathy, which your holy founder described as “a plague and the greatest enemy of 
the crucified Christ, which is so widespread in modern times” (Letter V). May each one take pains 
to make fruitful the gifts he has received and to persevere in prayer and in works of love, 
remaining vitally steadfast in divine Providence in all circumstances. 

4. St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria was not only concerned constantly to remind lay people of the 
universal call to holiness, but also he sought to involve them in evangelization. As you imitate his 
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example, dear Barnabites, together with the Angelics and the Laity of St. Paul, do not hesitate to 
encourage all who feel called to witness to your founder's charism in different social settings. In 
addition, promote an attentive and updated recruitment of vocations to accompany and sustain the 
persons the Lord calls to consecrated life. 

In this way the three branches of the spiritual family which St. Anthony founded to follow in 
the footsteps of St. Paul after his example, will grow in communion of mind and heart, and will be 
able once again to present the path of holiness to the men and women of our time with ever new 
zeal. May the Lord, through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin for whom St. Anthony Mary 
Zaccaria had a tender and faithful devotion, awaken in each member of this institute the 
enthusiasm and courage of goodness at the service of God and of our needy brothers and sisters. 

With these vows, I cordially impart a special Blessing to you, Reverend Father General, to 
your Barnabite confreres, to the Angelics, and to the members of the Laity of St. Paul, that will 
favor graces and renewed spiritual and apostolic zeal. 


John Paul II 
Vatican, 5 uly 2002 


And on October 11, 2001, Cardinal Ratzinger, future Pope Benedict XVI, sent the 
following message: 


The image of this saint [Anthony Mary Zaccaria] is dear to me because he is one of the great 
figures of Catholic reform in the 1500's, engaged as he was in the renewal of Christian life in an 
era of profound crisis in the area of faith and customs. 

His life coincides with a turbulent period in which Luther, in his own way attempted to reform 
the Church, an attempt that, as we well know, ended in the tragic division of Christianity. 

In dealing with the problems of his personal life and of his times, Luther had discovered the 
person of St. Paul, and with the intention of following the apostle’s message, began his journey. 
Unfortunately he placed St. Paul in contrast to the hierarchical Church, the law against the 
Gospel, and in doing so, even though he rediscovered him, he detached the saint from the totality 
of the Church, from the message of the Sacred Scripture. 

Anthony Mary Zaccaria also discovered St. Paul; he wanted to follow his evangelical 
dynamism and he saw him in the totality of the divine message, in the community of the Holy 
Church. It seems to me that St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria is a saint of great current relevance, an 
ecumenical and missionary figure, who invites us to display and to live the Pauline message 
within the Church itself. He shows our separated brethren that St. Paul has his true place in the 
Catholic Church, and it is not necessary to place his message in contrast with the hierarchical 
Church. Rather, there exists in the Catholic Church plenty of space for evangelical freedom, for 
missionary dynamism and _ for the joy of the Gospel. 

The Catholic Church is not only a Church of law but it must also concretely prove itself as the 
Church of the Gospel and of its joy to open the way to unity. 

Saint Anthony Mary Zaccaria, born exactly five centuries ago, deserves to be rediscovered in 
his 

moral greatness and for his appeal to the fundamental values of Christianity and to the 
perennial lesson of evangelical radicalism. His entire brief existence—first as a young layperson, 
doctor and catechist, and then as priest and religious—is dominated by what the liturgy of July 5 
calls “the sublime wisdom of Jesus Christ,” and is animated by the “folly of the cross,” as 
acquired at the school of the “learned Paul,” his model and mentor. 

In this light shines his extraordinary devotion to the two fundamental mysteries of our faith, 
the Crucifix and the Eucharist, which he considered with genial intuition to be “the living 
Crucifix.” 
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It’s not always easy to draw near to the image and the life of a saint—only God has the key to 
enter into the secret of a soul dedicated to Him. It is even more difficult when that man lived in a 
distant era, among the most complex and troubled in the history of the Church. 

(...) [St. Anthony Mary Zaccaria] was an authentic man of Cod and of the Church, a man 
burning with zeal, a demanding forger of consciences, a true leader able to convert and lead others 
to good. 

[His action has been] described as the action of a “bOnus miles Christi” (A Good Soldier of 
Christ) even in persecutions, which, however, did not prevent him from anticipating the times and 
preparing for the great event that was the Council of Trent. Anthony Mary Zaccaria's life was a 
constant struggle against the vice of spiritual “lukewarmness” and mediocrity that so “reigned” 
among his contemporaries. In his Letters and Sermons, and not the least in his Constitutions, there 
resonates an incessant call to sainthood. 

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger 
Pope Benedict XVI 
Rome, October 11, 2001 


